
John 20:1-18 
Narrator: Before the sun had risen on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene 
made a trip to the tomb where the body of Jesus was laid to rest. In the 
darkness, she discovered the stone covering the tomb had been rolled away. She 
ran out of the garden to find Simon Peter and the dearly loved disciple to deliver 
this startling news.  
Mary Magdalene: They have taken the body of our Lord, and we cannot find 
Him!  
N: Together, Mary, Simon Peter and the beloved disciple took off, running to 
the tomb to see for themselves. All three were running, but the beloved disciple 
was the fastest and arrived first. He did not enter the tomb, but bent down to 
peer into the dark space within. As his eyes adjusted to the dim light, he could 
see there was no body there; only the linens and cloths Jesus had been wrapped 
in. When Simon Peter arrived moments later, he did not stop until he was fully 
inside the tomb discovering the same scene: the cloth that had covered the face 
of Jesus appeared to have been folded carefully and placed, not with the linen 
cloths, but to the side. After Peter pointed this out, the other disciple (who was 
the first to arrive) also entered the tomb; and based on what he saw, faith began 
to well up inside him! Before this moment, none of them understood the 
Scriptures and why He must be raised from the dead. Then both of the men 
went to their homes.  
Mary, however, stood outside the tomb weeping and kneeling at its entrance. As 
she cried, two heavenly messengers appeared before her, sitting where Jesus’ 
head and feet had been laid.  
Heavenly Messengers: Dear woman, why are you weeping?  
Mary Magdalene: They have taken away my Lord, and I cannot find Him.  
N: After uttering these words, she turned around to see Jesus standing before 
her, but she did not recognize Him.  
Jesus: Dear woman, why are you sobbing? Who is it you are looking for?  
N: She still had no idea who it was before her. Thinking He was the gardener, 
she spoke through her tears and her fears.  
Mary Magdalene: Sir, if you are the one who carried Him away, I beg you to 
tell me where He is and I will retrieve Him.  
Jesus: Mary!  
Mary Magdalene (turning to Jesus and speaking in Hebrew): Rabboni, my 
Teacher!  



Jesus: Mary, you cannot hold Me. I must rise above this world to be with My 
Father, who is also your Father; My God, who is also your God. Go tell this to all 
My brothers.    
N: Mary Magdalene obeyed and went directly to His disciples, telling them all 
she had experienced and heard from the Risen Christ.  
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