
Luke 11:37-54 
Narrator (N): A Pharisee interrupted Jesus as he was preaching with an 
invitation to dinner. Jesus accepted the invitation and took His place at his 
table. The Pharisee was offended that Jesus didn’t per form the ceremonial 
handwashing before eating— something Pharisees were fastidious about doing.  
Jesus: You Pharisees are a walking contradiction. You are so concerned about 
external things— like someone who washes the outside of a cup and bowl but 
never cleans the inside, which is what counts! Beneath your fastidious exterior is 
a mess of extortion and filth. You guys don’t get it. Did the potter make the 
outside but not the inside too? If you were full of goodness within, you could 
overflow with generosity from within, and if you did that, everything would be 
clean for you.   
Woe to you, Pharisees! Judgment will come on you! You are fastidious about 
tithing— keeping account of every little leaf of mint and herb— but you neglect 
what really matters: justice and the love of God! If you’d get straight on what 
really matters, then your fastidiousness about little things would be worth 
something.  
Woe to you, Pharisees! Judgment will come on you! What you really love is 
having people fawn over you when you take the seat of honor in the synagogue 
or when you are greeted in the public market. Wake up! See what you’ve 
become! Woe to you; you’re like a field full of unmarked graves. People walk on 
the field and have no idea of the corruption that’s a few inches beneath their 
feet.  
Scholar (sitting at Jesus’ table): Rabbi, if You insult the Pharisees, then You 
insult us too.  
Jesus: Well, now that you mention it, watch out, all you religious scholars! 
Judgment will come on you too! You load other people down with unbearable 
burdens of rules and regulations, but you don’t lift a finger to help others. Woe 
to you; you don’t fool anybody! You seem very religious— honoring the prophets 
by building them elaborate memorial tombs. Come to think of it, that’s very 
fitting, since you’re so much like the people who killed the prophets! They killed 
the prophets; you build their tombs— you’re all in the same family business!  
This is why the Wisdom of God said, “I will send these people My prophets and 
emissaries, and these people will kill and persecute many of them.” As a result, 
this generation will be held accountable for the blood of all the prophets shed 
from the very beginning of time, from Abel’s blood to Zechariah’s blood, who 
was killed in the temple itself between the altar and the holy place. I’m serious: 
this generation will be held accountable.  
So, religious scholars, judgment will come on you! You’re supposed to be 
teachers, unlocking the door of knowledge and guiding people through it. But 
the fact is, you’ve never even passed through the doorway yourselves.  



You’ve taken the key, left the door locked tight, and stood in the way of everyone 
who sought entry.  
N: After that dinner, things were never the same. The religious scholars and 
Pharisees put constant pressure on Jesus, trying to trap Him and trick Him into 
saying things they could use to bring Him down.      
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